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Ti]E COOK .I.'AMILY OF RND HI].,L

Many  o f  us  have  made  the  eve r -popu la r  c l imb  to  t t i e  summi t  o f

Red  H i l ]  i n  Mou l tonboro .  Abou t  one  th i rd  o f  t he .way  u ! ,  t he

t ra i l  t o  t he  sumtn l t  t u rns  l e f t  ( o r  wes t )  a t  t he  ce l l a r  ho les  o f

the Horne farm.  I f  we go s t r 'a ight  ahead at  th is  pt l ln t r  w€ f ind

ourselves on the o l -d  carr iage-road whieh leads to  the saddle

be tween  the  two  h ighes t  peaks  o f  t he  h i I l ,  As  we  app roach  th i s

area the road levels  of f ,  and we come out  onto a f ie ld  whieh is

st i1 l  re la t ive ly  open.  Here there are three ce l lar  ho l -es.  The

f l rs t  is  about  th i r ty  feet  square,  andr  as one end the east  -

is  open,  we assume that  i t  was once a barn.  Some of  the s tones

mark ing the entranee were quarr ied out  o f  nat ive rock.  About

100 feet  to  the le f t ,  h ldden under  a rank growth of  poplars and

woodb ine ,  i s  a  sma l l e r  ce l - l - a r  ho le ,  abou t  12  fee t  by  15 ,  p resum-

ab ly  mar , k ing  the  house .  Go i t rg  t ro r th ,  f o l l ow lng  a  s tone  wa l l ,

a f ter  a  few hundred feet  through dense underbrush,  we f ind a

la rge r  ce l Ia r  ho1e ,  pe rhaps  25  by  25  fee t ,  con ta in lng  the

foundat ion of  a  f i rep lace.  This  is  a l l  that  remalns of  the

fa rm where  the  Cook  fam i l y  l i ved  fo r  ove r  100  yea rs .  A  map  o f

1850  g i ves  the  l a rge r  ce l l a r  ho le  as  be long lng  to  the  res ldence

o f  Samue l  S .  Cook ,  and  the  sma l - l e r  as  tha t  o f  John  Cook ,  who  was

John Quincy Adams Cook,  grandson of  the patr iarch Jonathan,  wi ro

bui l t  the f i rs t  house and the barn.  A1f .  th is  nakes us cur j -ous to

]earn more about  th is  fami ly  who wrested a l iv ing f rom th is

remote and unpromis ing so i l .

We  tu rn  f i r s t  t o  t he  bes t  known  sou rce  o f  know l -edge .  abou t  t he

Cooks,  namel ; r  the guest  bock kept  by the fami ly  f rom 183)  unt i l

1945,  and another  f rom 1846 t i } l  the 6os.  These manuscr j -Pts ,

now in  the  possess ion  o f  t he  Cen te r  F la rbo r  H is to r i ca ]  Soc ie t y  '

have  been  bound  unc ie r  t he  t i t t e  "Red  H i l l  Ho te l t ' t oge the r  w i t h

the  gues t  book  o f  t he  W inn lp i ss i ogee  I l o t e l ,  o l  Sen te r  House ,

whioh was begun in  1 '8A5,  and which a l -so oonta i r rs  re ferences to

the  Cooks .  Here  a re  some exe rP ts :

James  F .  O t i s  and  w i fe  o f  Po r t l and .  A f te r  a  v i s i t  t o
the  Wh i te  H i l l s  v i s i t ed  th i s  moun ta in  th i s  a f te rnoon
f rom sen te r t s .  A  f i ne  c lea r  day  and  beau t i f u l  v i ew
from the summit I am happy to see that my o1d
fr iend cook and h is  fami ly  are in  good heal th  and



spi r i ts  much enl ivened by the great  amount  of
company th is  year .  He r 'emenrbered me per fect ly
wel l ,  though he only  saw me once before and that
was  th l r t een  yea rs  ago .  I  have  been  he re  tw j - ce :
the f i rs t  t ime was in  1821 wi th  George Ot is  who
d ied  i n  1828 ,  and  Samue l  A .  O t i s .  Mr .  Cook  says
that  was the th i rd  par ty  v ;h lch ever  ascended Red
Hi l l -  the second t ime was in  1826,  Aug.9 see
the a lbum -  I  have been th i -s  par t lcu lar  because
the  c i r cums tances  seem to  ne  pecu l i a r  a f te r  con -
ve rs i ng  w i t h  Mr .  Cook .  James  F .  O t i s

Aug.  5,  1835 Joseph P.  Atk inson f rom Dover  came
on  a  v i s i t  t o  Mered i th  B r idge ,  and  a f te r  rema in -
ing there a fevr  days,  s tar ted for  the much cele-
b ra ted  Red  H i l ] . .  .  . .  .Wh i l e  on  the  H i l l  we  expe r i -
enced  much  de l i gh t  i n  t he  company  o f .Mr .  Cook  (an
old so ld ier  o f  the Revolut ionary War)  and h j -s  es-
teemed  lady .  We en joyed  the  hosp i ta l i t l es  o f  l i r .
Cook rs  mans ion  he re  we  f eas ted ,  t o  t he  f u l l - ,
upon  be r r l es  and  m i l k .  The  h i s to ry  o f  Mr .  &  I v l r s .
Cook  i s  somewha t  s ingu la r ,  espee ia l l y  t he l r  cou r t -
sh ip and marr iage.  i { r .  C.  says he is  a  boy,  tho
on l y  l !  yea rs  oLd . . . . . I r om the  t op  o f  t he  h111  t he
prospeet  1s charmlng.  A v iew of  the surrounding
scenery is  wor th more than a l - l -  the fa t lgue exper i -
enced  i n  ascend ing  1 t .  I t  f i l l s  t he  sou l -  w i th  j oy
and causes the fee l ing hear t  to  exc la in ,  r rHow man-
l f o l -d  a re  the  wor , ks  o f  God  . t r .  .  .  .  .  .  .

R i ch .  I i .  W ins low ,  Bos ton  Sep t .  4 t l n  1814  Rev .  Gor -
don  Wins low ,  I {ed fo rd  nea r  Bos to r r  Took  gu ide  fo r
Red  H i l l  a t  1 /2  pas t  seven  A .M.  The  v iew  su rpasses
Laure l  H i I l  o r  any  o the r  t h i s  s ide  o f  M t  Wash ing ton .

N .B .  t he  boy  sou ld  be  pa id  12  1 /2  c t  f o r  each  pe rson .
He  says  he  i s  o f ten  chea ted  ou t  o f  i t  -  l e t  no  o the rs
be  gu i l t y  o f  i t .

Sep t .  11 ,  1E35  Th ls  day  v i s i t ed  the  Red  l {oun ta in .
One  o f  t he  mos t  sp lend id  p rospec ts  i s  p resen ted
from i ts  top -  Winnlp is iogee & Squam l - . ,akes are fu1 l
1n v iew -Monadnock,  Wachuset t  & mounta ins in  iv la ine
& Vermont  are a l1 d is t inct ly  v is ib le .  The imnediate
v ie in l t y  i s  h igh l y  p i c tu resque  &  Iove l y .  No  man ,
wl th  a soul - ,  can wi tness a l l  that  can be seen f rom
th i s  e leva t j -on  w i thou t  emot ions  o f  h igh  de l i gh t .

Mr .  Cook  the  o ld  man  o f  t he  moun ta in  be tween  7O
& 80 yrs .  is  a  youthfu l  gu ide & a very p leasant
companion to  v i -s j - tors  was in  s ix  Bat t les of  the
Revo lu t i o t r  &  dese rves  r ve l l  o f  t he  gen t l emen  who
expe r i ence  h i s  a t t en t i ons . . . . . .



. a -

August 13lh( tAf  f  )  Edward D. Boylston Edward Spar ld ing
Anrherst  New Hamp. When we reached the summit  of  the
hi l l  a dense cloud enveloped al l  the country a.bout,
but according to the prognost ic of  f r iend Cook i t r  a
few minutes the wind cleared the fog & we had a v iew
of the l -akes & rnountains which a thousand t imes re-
pald the- fat igue of  ascending. We counsel  a l l  persons
to take lMr.  Cook as a companlon up the Hi l l  h is know-
ledge od t the  h is to ry  -  a  w i t f r  the- loca l i t les  o f  the
country :  the eireumstances of  h is own l i fe make his
company very agreeable.

June 21  1840 . . . . .Ha l fway  up  the  mounta in  we came to
the celebrated Cook fami ly,  who seem bappy in the com-
pani-onship of wild nature around them and in thej-r Ex-
ample the votar ies of  weal th & ambit ion might r_ead _the
too  l i t t1e  regarded t ru th ,  tha t  r rMan wants  bu t  l i t t le
here  be lowr r - - ( r "  we l l -  as  on  the  H i l l -  top )  a  tha t
r rConten tment  i s  Fe l i c i t y .  "

The na t ive  s imp l ic i t y  o f  Mr .  Cook,  w j - th  h is  long ex-
peri-errcg o-f. pany,_ colorgd Ilfe,,- wjl l, .supply much grati-
f i ca t ton  to 'one rvho 1s  p learsed w i th  a  convers ib le
gu ide .

Ju ly  31  1834 Ol iver  D i - tson  & S. I .  Moyer  ascended
ItP.ed Hi l l r '  th is day, 'dere much grat i f ied wl th the
prospec t  wh ich  they  th ink  equa ls  i f  no t  exeeeds tha t
of  the White Mountains f rom which they have just  re-
tur'ned. They were accompanied by a Revoluti-onarir vet-
eran, the occupant of  th is house. They intend return-
ing to Boston via Portsmouth by way of  Al ton.

Ad ieu  r rRed H i l l "

Wednesday July 28'  1841 A.K. Osburn & wife Danvers
Mass.,  v is i ted the top of  Red Hi l l  & were much
pleased wlth the beautiful prospect; on our rieturn
v ls l ted  Aunt  Cook & were  t rea ted  w i th  some:o f  her
blueberries and milk - whi.ch we recei-ved with more
gratitude on account of the hospitable nanner and
apparent k j -ndr ie;ss wi th which they were presented.

Gent lemen always come to see the old lady and leave
a p iece  o f  s i l ver .  August  14 ,  1845

August  14 th  1835 Mrs .  D.M.  Evere t t  &c  were"deta ined
at-our f r iend Cookt s owing to the inclemency of  the
weather ,  bu t  the  in te res t ing  conversa t j -on  o f  Mr .Cook
beaut i fu l ly  var ied by his revolut lonarTr songs & re-
c l ta t ions  -  wh ich  arnp l .y  repa id  us  fo r  ther  de1ay . . . . .



Aus .  1  1847  A lbe r t  W.  Pa ine , ,  Bangor^Me '  f ound

f i ;e ' i r i r r - i , i " r ,  in  v iews & b lueber r ies  &  leaves

;h i " - ;d ieu  fo r  a l l  l r i s  successors  v i z  I f  you

" " " f0 - " " ioV 
bo th  1n  grea tes t  p ro f ,us ion  take

lv laster . f  6nir  Quincy Ad'ams Cook as your guide.

Red Hi l - I  Oct 15 1B4g Found lv l rs '  Cook in her

sarOet  co l lec t i ig  seeds  & herbs ,  a t tended by  ?
Ei." i "Ci i "O"o"--"& last  week stre was engaged in

f f i " ; - ; ; ; ; !  "Shame on uslrr  degenerate daugh-

i"""  oT a hardy race and now: to v iew the
;s* i f "  of  the breat Spir i t r r  f rom Red Hi l l !

ivlaigaret M. NewelJ

As in terest ing as we f ind these messages f rom a bygone age

we  f i nd  ve ry  l i t t Le  spec i f i ca l l y  abou t  t he  cooks :  one  f i r s t

name,  seve ra r  re fe renees  to  the  e lde r  cook )s  ages ,  bu t  no t  a

word about  the i r  or ig in ,  whY they came to Red Hj- t l r  t ro

namesandda teso f ch i l d ren .Weare to l d tha t seve ra }a re

dea f  and  duu rb ,  and  the re  a re  men t ions  o f  t he i r  a f f l i c t i ons '

bu t  a  l o t  o f  b lanks  a re  l e f t  f o r  us  to  f i l l  i n '

obv ious l y ,  t o  t he  v i s i t o rs ,  t he  cooks  were  r r cha rac te I t s ' r ,

pa r t o f t hep i c tu resquescene ry ' and tounde rs tand th i swe

have  to  remember  the  age  i n  wh ich  they  were  I l v i ng .  I t  was

a t imewheneduca tedpeop leWered i scove r i ngna tu re i t s

beau t i es , i t s cha l l e r t ges , i t shea l t n .g i v i ngp rope r t i es -as

1n Br i ta in  the poet  wordsworth was wal -k i -ng about  the count-

r ys ide  admi r i ng  the  moun ta ins  fo r  t he i r  nob l -e  p rospec ts  and

ruggedg randegT , the iakes fo r t he i r a tmosphe re , ru i ns fo r ,
the i r  evoc?t ion of  the past .  l , ike the poets and paj -nters '

t hegen t r yeve ry r ^ l he rewere tu r r i i ng tow i l dna tu re fo r t he i r

reereat ion and inspi rat j -on.  The road up Mt  washington was

opened in  1821,  to  be taken adva.r tage of  by hosts  of  c l imb-

ers and ar t is ts  look ing for  p ic turesque seenel ry  to  paint

as they were a lso doing in  the Adi rondacks and a long the

HudsonR ive r .C le rgymenwen ta long too , l ook ing fo rev i -

dences  o f  t he  bene f i cence  o f  God .  seve ra l  o f  t hem quo te

Wordswor th  i n  t he  gues t  books '

Thev  saw the  Cooks  as  a  pa r ' t  c - , f  a l l  t h i s .  L , i ke  Wordswor th rs

T rucV  thev  r rdwe l t  among  un t roc iden  ways r ' t  exemp l i f y i ng  the
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s imple  v i r tues  o f  those who l i ve  by  na ture ts  ru les ,  apar t

f rom the dishonesty and greed of  c i t les.  They were e: .dmired
too for their  stubborn independence, their  t ranqui l i ty  of
sp i r i t .

Most of us are familXar with the - 1838 eolored e-ngraving
rrSaw MilI at Centre Harbourrr which appears in rrMoultonborough

To the [went leth .Century.rr  Red Hi l l  is  on the 1eft ,  looking

like some craggy peak in the Trossacks of Seotland. The
painter hlmsel f ,  W.H. 3art1ett ,  was on Red Hi l l  in August of
1856, and wrote as fo l lows in the Senterf  s guest book:

After v is i t ing the scenelTr on the cont inent of
Europe - & that of Mount lebanon - Greece I f ind
the seene from Red Mountain one of extraordinary
magnif icence In one respect Lake Winipis iogee
surpa.sses those of  Europe in the number & pictur-
esque var le ty  o f  i t s  i s lands  -  I t  i s  a  scene too
which wi l l  be cont lnual ly increasing 1n beauty as
towns -  v i l lages churches -  and i t  may be sbfely
prophecied -  v i l las & country residences adorn the
val l ies & ls lands whj-ch are pecul iar ly adapted for
improvement by art .

He does  no t .ment ion  the  Cooks ,  bu t  no  doubt  saw them as
l ike the colorful ly dressed nat ives who populate his
romant ie canvasses.

For a more real- ist ic picture of  the Cook fami ly we turn
to a journal  kept by John G. Cook. A copy of  th is dJ_ary

was procured for the I ' ioultonboro L,ibrary by Charles CaId-
weJ- l -  and has beerr  publ ished this year by the Sandwich His-
to r ica l  Soc ie ty  in  the i r  Annua l  Excurs ion .  John G.  Cook,
aceompanled by hls father,  r ) r  John cook of  L,ewiston tr 'arrs,
Me. and his cousin Samuel Vl t tum of Sandwich, v is i ted the
Cooks  on  Red H i l l ,  June 18 ,  1850.  He repor ts  the  v is i t
w. i th the shrewd, no-nonse$ge at t i tude gf  a country boy:

We d rove  on  abou t  a  m i l e  fu r the r  when  we  came to
a  l eve l  spo t  be tween  t v , ro  h i l l s  and  two  houses
rdere there.  The land seemed to be in  good state
o f  cu l t i va t i on .  Fa the r rs  unc le  used  to  l _ i ve  he re .
He found h is  wi -dow there wi th  her  great  Grand
Ch i l d ren  l i v i ng  nea r  he r .  The  V i i dow  1s  85  yea rs
old and -has l j -ved on the mounta in 61 .year ,s  and



has not  s lept  in  any other  p lace but  twice s ince
tha t t ime . ^shehad -onedaugh te rwhowasdea f
and dumb and a son who was deaf  and was 60 -years
o }d .No th ingwou ldbu twemus thavesomed in -

"u " ( " "0  
we  f r iO  one  o f  t he  d inne rs )be fo 'e  assend-

i ng the .moun ta i1 .They } radnomi l k t opu_ t . i n t o
the teabu tsa id theywou ld -goou tandm i } k the
soat  i f  we would s top -  the i r  covr  d ied 5 months
6efore.  At  1 /2 past  3  we got  s tar ted o l l '  our  way
up  the  moun ta in  w i tn  ou r  dea f  gu ide "  "  we  go t  t o
the  top  1 /2  pas t  4 .  The  l ake  i s  22  m i : -es  l ong .
We had a f ine v iew of  the surrounding country '
The deaf  gu ide named over  the towns which were

.  i n  s igh t ,  i n  ra the r  a  nasa l  t one  Sandw ich '
Tanwo i th ,  mou l tonborough ,  Su f tonborough ,  W991s -
bo rough .  New Durham,  A1 ton ,  Gu i l f o rd ,  I v l e red i th '
Cen t rS  Harbo r ,  l l o l i ness  and  P lymou th " "  A f te r
amusine ourselves as much as we wanted we com-
r "n "ed"ou r  decen t  a t  1 /2  pas t  5 .  A*1ved  a t  t he
o l -d  l ad ies  house  1 /2  pas t  6 .  Wh iLe  she  was  ge t -
t ing supper  ready she handed me her  a lbum (which

.  was  the^6? r1y  book  the re  was  i t r  t he  house )  gnO
wanted rne tA read the names df  those that  had
v i s i t ed  the  noun ta in  fo r  t h ree  yea rs .  I  w ro te
my name wi th  the rest  and wrote a few l ines to
the T.,ady of the l{ i l -} and she seenied very much
pleased' .  .n t ter  supper  deaf  Samuel  asked Father
i r  i re  had anyth ing h is  Father  had made.  r 'a ther
to ld  h im no so he went  around the house to f lnd
an o ld snow shoe that  he had madebut  d id  not
f i nd  i t .  A t  l as t  he  f ound  an  o l d  Coope r r s
Crow and put  i :  in  the waggon and to ld  Father
t o  keep  i l  a lways .  A t  7  o t c l - ock  v ;e  s "ba r t ed
home  p - r f ec t l y  de l i gn ted  w i t h  t he  scene ry  o f
Moun t  VJa r ren  Lnd  v i c in i t y .  A t  1 /2  pas t  I  we
go t  back  t o  l . ou l t onbo rough . . . . .

A t  t h i s  po in t  i t  m igh t  be  wer l l -  t o  e :<p1a . in  tha t  M t  War ren

(named  fo r  a  B r i t l sh  admi ra l  o f  t he  war  w i th  F rance  )  was  an

ear lv  name for  Red Hi l l I  t  m 2 \ /  a l  s o  b e  n n  i  n  t e d  n t t  t  t h a tI  U  l l l o . y  a ! e  v  u v

the spectacul ,ar  v iew f rom the summit  was due to the fac-r

tha t  t he  l a rse  t rees  had  bee r r  removed  a t  an  ea r l y  da te .
u  t r s  v

Th is  a l so  exp la ins  rhe  abunc iance  o f  b lueber r i es ,  a f te r

whose  au tumn co l -o r  t he  h i l l  l vas  pe rmane l r t l y  named .

B e f o r e  g o i n g  o n

a  d r a w i n g  o f  t h e

t o  o the r  sou rces  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  show  you

ma in  Cook  house  as  rende red  i n  t he  gues t

book  by  a  Ge rmau  v i s i t o r  i t r  1851 .  Th i s  was  bu i l - t  ove r  t hc

second  ce l l a l '  ho le  v ' / e  l : :  ve  de  s t :L : ' i l - r ec l  '  r t  f aced  the  m: r i n  sum-

mi t ,  wh ich  can  be  seen  - i n  t he  backg r t . , i r nd .  As  fa r :  as  I  know
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this is the f i rst  t ime this the only evidence of  what the

Cookrs home looked } ike -  has been made avai lable to the

publ le.  I t  a lone makes the Red l l i l l -  volume val-uable,  i f

for  nothing eIse.  But for  factual  detai ls about the fami ly

we have to Look elsewhere" Even John G. Cookrg narrat ive

is 'shor t  on  narnes  and da tes .

The o ldest  reeords of  the town.  of  Moul tonborough are

careful ly preserved in the state Archj-ves on tr 'ruit  Street,

Conoord,  though mj-crof i lms of  them may be found in  the

State l ibraryr  opposl te  the Capi to l ,  Coneord.  Here we can

study the whole fami ly  -  names,  dates,  p laces,  for  the

f i rs t  generat ions.  Here is  a  summary,  together  wi th  some

informat ion learned e lsewhere.

The  pa t r i a reh fs  name was  Jona than  Cook ,  bo rn  0c tobe r  7 ,

1760 1n Westborough,  Iv iass.  to  Jonathern Cook and MarT ts ig Iow,

daugh te r  o f  Co rne l - i us  and  Mary (Greaves )  T . l i g l ow ,  bo rn  Jan .  23

1731-34 .  Young  Cook  en l - i s ted  i n  Cap t .  B r i ghamrs  Reg t  Ju l y

2 '1  ,  1777,  and was d ischarged about  a month l -a ter  a f ter  the

ba t t l - e  o f  Benn ing ton .  He  en l i s ted  sc :ve ra l  more  t J -mes ,  i n -

c lud ing a spel l  in  Rhode Is land,  f rom which he was f ina l ly

d i seha rged  Jan .  1 ,  1779 .  He  l a te r  t o l -d  v j - s i t o rs  on  Red

Hi l l -  that  he had taken par t  in  s lx  bat t les,  and there is  no

reason to doubt  th is .  On March 21,  1783 he f i led h is  in tent

to marry Charlotte Maynard back in Westborough, and no doubt

the marr iage took p lace shor t ly  a f terward.  They l ived for  a

while in nearby Nortl iborough where their f ir 'st chi ld Samuel

was born June 25,  1783.  They were back in  Westborough when

thei r  second chi ld  Jane was born June 1,  1785

. .  f t  was not  lo i rg  af ter  th j  s  that  they moved up to  New

Hampsi t i re  and took up res idence on Red Hi l l .  ProbabJ-y as a

ve te ran  he  was  g ran ted  th i s  l and  fo r ' no th ing .  Many  reasons

have  been  sugges ted  as  to  why  they  chose  th i s  i so la ted  spo t :

be l - ie f  that  the a i r  was heal th ier  and the so i l -  more fer t i le

in  the mounta ins,  avai lab i l i ty  o f  the l -and s j -nce the t rees

had  been  cu t ,  and  be t te r  l ands  h . r "d  been  a l ready  e la imed .  A t
any  ra te ,  t he  Cooks  l oved  the i r  r r roc 'ed  home,  and  l i ved  the re
fo r  a  l ong  t ime .
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They must have settled on Red Hil l by 1?SS, since their

second daughier Annis was 
'born there Aprtl 25, 1?89. The

chi lc l  was deaf and dumb, and since educat lonal  faci l i t ies

were inadequate at  best ,  let  a lone for a disadvantaged

ehiId, she must have found it hard to compete in the raee

of l i fe.  In his wi}1,  many years later,  Jonathan showed a

speclal  eoneern. for the wel f ,aro of  Annis,  who was dest ined to

be the only one to carrT on the family lj'ne '

Three other sons were born to the Cooks -  Jonathan Jr ' ,

lTg2 ,James in l7g5 la r rdAmasa in l7gg . I t i sno tknown
what happened to Jonathan Jr. James enlisted 1n the servlce

in 1813, was dlscharged two years later '  He was drowned at

wil l lamsberry Yermont 1n 1820. Amasa simply rrwent awayrr in

16 l l .Apparen t l y the l i feo f i so la t ionand to i ld idno t
appeal  to the younger boys of  the fami ly '

Samuel S. Cook, the oldest son remained on Red Hi l l '  By

1814 he had bui l t  h ls own house near his parents on land of

hls father, allowed to share the barn. He never marrj-edt

was deaf,  and seems to have been something of  a recluse and

prude (  tear ing of fe ls ive pages out of  the guest book'  says

a legend)  fn  h is  la te  years  he  was impover ished and he lped

by his relat ive by marr iage A.A.Bragg unt i l  h is death in

1E73. His age is given the the lv loul tonborough records as

80,  bu t  he  must  have been ac tua l l y  90 .  Back  in  1850 he  to ld

John G. Cook that he was 60 when he was rea} ly 67,

Jane ,  h is  s i s te r ,  map ied  Jacob  G l ines  J r .  Nov .  15 '  1804

and l ived on Iv ioul tonborough Neck, near the present Kona Farm.

Jane and .Tacob are bur ied 1n the Middl-e Neck cemetery,  near

her  d j -s tan t  cous ins ,  the  Ebenezer  cooks .  Jane was a  favor i te

of her father and was left a substantial lot on the HiIl.

Her mother, Charlo.tte (not El-Lzar 3.s our .Moullelborough

:o the 2oih.  century has i t )  cont inued l iv ing on the Hi l l

af ter  her husbandrs death in 1836, r 'eceiv ing v is i tors and

providing hospi ta l i ty and refreshment unt i l  her death in

1854,  a t  the  age o f  89 .

To cont inue the fami ly storv we have to go back to the

seconc l  daughter  Ann i -s ,  as  the  l - ine  is  con t inued th rough her .
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On Oc t .  10 ,  1811  Ann i s  gave  b i r t h  t b  a  daugh te r  Sa l1y ,  whose

father  was a member of  the numerous Gl ines f : rmi ly ,  re la t ives

o f  ,Taners  husband  Jacob .  Man .y  a t  l - eas t  f ou r  -  S roups  o f

G l - i nes  k lnsmen  l i ved  be tween  Red  l l i l l  and  Bean  Road ,  a l l  de -

scendan ts  o f  I s rae l  G l i nes ,  who  l - i ved  1n  the  v i c in i t y  as  a

t rapper  be fo re  Mou l tonborough  was  founded .  Sa l1y ,  who  wen t

by the nane of  Gl - ines f rom bi r ' th ,  was marr ied Iv lar .23r1826 to

Sofomon Kel ley.  Jonathan had great  respect  for  h is  grand-

daughter  anc l  in  h is  wi l l  commended her  mother  Annis  to  her

care,  and d i rected that  the income f rom twenty- f ive acres of

l and  go  to  he r  a f te r  t he  dea th  o f  he r  mo the r  -  wh ich  took

p lace  i n  1677 ,  t he  yea r  o f  Samue l r s  dea th .

Ihe  b i r t i r  o f  a  son  to  Ann is ,  0c t .  4 ,  1e24  i s  o f  spec ia l

s ign i f l cance  s ince  he ,  John  Qu incy  Ac iams  Cook ,  became leader

o f  t he  fam i l y  a f te r  h i s  g rand fa the r rs  dea th  and  the  fa the r  o f

a l l  t he  Cook  descendan ts ,  so  f a r  as  i t  i s  known .  John  Q .A .

a lways went  by ihe name Cook,  though f  have the impress ion of

a  penc iL  s igna tu re  i n  t he  gues t  book  i nd i ca t i ng  tha t  he  too

was  a  G l i nes .  F rom the  gues t  l r ook  we  l -ea rn  tha t  as  ea r l1 r  as

age  10  he  r {as  esco r t i ng  peop le  to  the  summi t  and  mak ing  a

favorabl -e impress ion on thern by h is  l - ine of  ta l -k  and genera l

a le r tness :  a "  " ch ip  o l l f  t he  o ld  b l -ock i l  o f  h i s  g rand fa the r  Jona -

than .  h i t h  t he  dea th  o f  h i s  unc le  Samue l -  and  rho the r  Ann is  1n

1873  and  h i s  aun t  Jane  i n  1851  John  Q .A .  i nhe r i t ed  the  en t i re

Cook  ho ld ings  on  Red  H i l l .  Meanwh i l e  i n  1841  he  mar r i ed  E l - i za

Gar land ,  daugh te r  o f  Samue}  Gar land  and  i n  the  ensu ing  yea rs

p roduced  a  son  and  th ree  daugh te rs .

His  son James i r r  t ime le f t  the mount i , in  and moved to

! ' r ank l i n .  A  daugh te r  C la ra  a l so  d id  no t  w ish  to  l i ve  on  the

Hi l l .  Daughter  Mary marr ied l r . lonzo A.  Bragg and moved io

l4ou l tonborough  Fa l l s .  0n1y  daugh te r  Emma rema lned  w i th  he r

pa ren ts  a t  t he  Cook  fa ru ; .  S i re  mar r i ed  John  G .  Penn iman  o f

Sandr r ' i ch  and  he  was  w i -1 I i ng  to  move  to  the  H l l t  i n  1871 .  Pe r -

ha .ps  they  movec i  i n  w i th  Unc le  Samue l  i n  h i s  l as t  yea rs .  A t

any  ra te ,  bo th  tney  a .nd  t i i e i r  son  F red  were  sa j -d  to  have  l - i ved

o11  Red  l l i l - l -  l i -  t tThe  Penn ima , , . r l  I f  i l . : '  1 I . y "  by  by  G .W.  Peun l t nan .
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The Pennj-man fanri ly j .s rvorth more than a brief notice.

The looa1 branch are descended from captatn Adna, son of Jon-

athan and Elizabeth Taft Penniman of Uxbridge and Mendonr Mass.

Adnars mother ts  fami ly  la ter  moved to Ohlo,  where they produced

a President, a Senator, and mLrny other dist inguished publie

servants from their base in cincinnatl.  At the t lme of the

Revolution Jonathan and Elizabeth moved to Moultonborough,

fo l lowed by Adna,  who marr ied Al ice Moul ton,  s is ter  o f  the

wi fe of  the Rev.  Jeremiah Shaw, and becarne moderator  o f  the

townmee t i ng ln lTg2 ,bes idesho ] -d i ngmanyo the r lmpo r tan t

of f l -ces.  Adnata son Jonathan,  born in  Moul tonborough in  1785,

marr ied Pers is  St rong,  and producedr  among otherst  a  son

George Washington Penniman. George I s daughter Sarah Ann

rnarried Euranus Creen and l ived at what has been called Green

Bay lodge on Moul tonborough Neck.  Her  brother  l ,ewis  l {oyt

l ived 1n Center Harbor and was the father of Walter Penniman

of  lake Shore Dr ive.  The o ldest ,  Jonathan Stephenr  or  as he

was genera l ly  known,  John s. ,  marr ied Enma J.  cook,  and is

c l i rect ly  re la ted to  our  s totXr .

Dur ing Emma and John's  ear ly  marr ied l i fe  the dominat ing

f igure at  the Cook farm remalned her  fa ther ,  Johr i  Q.A.Cook.

However ,  on  the  dea th  o f  h i s  w i fe  E l i za  i n  1889 ,  John  Q .A .

seems  to  have  l e f t  Red  I I i I I ,  acco rd lng  to  the  au tho r  o f  r r f he

History  of  Carro l l  County. "  She apparent ly  knew h i rn person-

a }1y ,  and  comments  tha t  because  o f  h i s  l r es t l - essness  he  m lgh t

not  s tay anywhere very long.  Whether  or  not  he remained on

the Hi]I or returned there, the Pennj-mans must have kept the

farm going.  When John Q.A.  d ied in  1695,  a l though he d id not

leave a wi1 l ,  the inventory of  h is  estate l is ts  severa l  farm

anlmals along with his tools and sugaring equipment.

Dur ing the year  fo l lowing the i r  fa ther t  s  death the hei rs  -

Janes Cook of 3rank1in, CLara Davis and Mary E. Bragg of

Moul tonborough got  together  and deeded the i r  r ights  j -n  the

Red Hi l l  farm to the i r  s is ter  Emma Penniman.  This  prov ides

fur ther  ev idence that  i t  was the ?ennlmans who togk eare of

the  fa rm on  the  H i l I .  I hev  kep t  t he  p rope r t y  un t i l  1910 ,

when 'Lhey  too  dec ided  tha t  i t  was  t i n re  to  1eave  Red  H i l l t

se l l i ng  the  e l r t j . r e  f a rm o f  18o  ac res ,  desc r ibed  as . l o t s  4  &
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5 ,  Range  2 ,  t o  w i l l adand  Ame l - i a  Newton  o f  A tho1 ,  Mass .  and

Gi lu ran  wa i t  o f  Ba ldw lnsv i l l e .  Thus  i t  passed  ou t  o f  t he  cook ts

.  hands"bf ter  one hundred and twenty yeals

What  the nev/  purchasers d id or  wished to do wi th  the

Cook farnr  is  not  k t rown;  poss ib ly  they s imply  ] -e t  i t  deter-

iorate.  we understand that  there was a per iod when farmers

.o fMou ] - t onbo roughd rove the i r ca t t ] - eupon to theH i l l f o r
'SummerSTaz InS .T } . i smayhavebeen the t ime .A tany ra te '

^  3  4 r ] . ! a  ^ i  r l r +  \ r a q r . q  I  a t e r  -  t h e  o w n e r s
.& t l nebeg inn ingo f l g l se igh t yea rs l a te r - t heowne rs

sold the o ld far in  to  John l .  Edwards of  Moul tonborough'  Two

mon ths  l a te r  Edwards  so ld  i t  t o  Dan ie l  E '  Ea ton  o f  Mered i th t

who sold i t  j -n  turn af ter  on ly  three days to  Ernest  B '  Dane

o fB rook l l neMass . ,whowasqu ie t l ybuy ingupnea r l ya l l o f

Red Hi I l .  H is  hei rs  s t i l l  owr l  i t .  By keeping up the road - -

now tu rn ing le f t a t t heHornep ] -ace -andbyp rov id i ng the

,  look-out  tower the Danes make c l imbing Red Hi l - I  and enjoy ing

the v iew avai lab le to  us a1]

t
* * * t t

I t  r ema ins  to  say  someth ing  abou t  t he  cook  descendan ts

up  t o  t he  p resen t  t ime  ( f gaZ ) .  I t  has  no t  been  poss ib l e  t o

f ind out  what  happened to the son of  John and Emnna Pennimanrs

son Fred J.  Penniman.  He was born in  1S99r  name qnkI IOWn, and

waSa1 i vea t t j r e t imeo fh i s f a the r l sdea th i n1916 'A f t e r

that ,  we have not  been able to  t race h im.  i r lor  do we know

whether  or  not  James Cook and Clara Davis  le f t  he i rs  '

,  fhe l ines of Mary E. and Al-onzo A. Rragg are st i l l  i ' t r

.  the area or  have connect ions here.  Dur ing the summer of  19E7

:  I  pa id a v is i t  to  Madel ine Bragg Bickford in  her  mobi le  home

on Randal l  Road,  Moul tonborough to ask about  -her  re la t ives.

she told me about Lizz]re, daugltter of Alonzo Bragg and Mary

.  Cook Bragg,  who marr ied Char les Cook.  o f  ,sarr iwich and l ivgd on

the Range Road on the other  s ide of  Red Hi l t r .  -  L ike many -of  the '

Braggs and Pennimans they are burj-ecl in the Ma,son cenetery

The i r  son  Mer le  and  g ranc l son  Lawrence  a re  bo th  deceased .

P i c tu reso f t heCha r IesCooksand theBragg tomeSa Ieonp . . 14 .

1 7
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Bragg homes at  Moultonborough Fal1s,  otr  Route 25'

"o" iE" 
of  Strei . idan Road. P[oto taken probably in

i f r" ' ' ig lOr.-Lf : -  three houses have been restored to

or ig inal  eondi t ion s ince then'

i : i
l F ., _  r  ; t i i
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Chailes and I ' izite'(Bragg)"
Range Road, Sandwich. Both
li iadeline Bragg Bickford.

Cook at'
photo s

thej-r,,hotne:,, olt '
cour tesY of
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Ihe ch i ldren of  A lmer and Arny Parrot t  Bra, .gg ar 'e  eas ier

to  t race .  De ldee  B ragg  Shaw s t i l 1  ] i ves  on  O Id  Rou te  1O9

near  Lee Road,  et  the age of  n i t te ty .  Her  daughter  Ruth

Mudge t t  l 1ves  i n  Na t i ck ,  Mass . ,  a :nd  he r  son  Haro ld  Shaw

l ives in  Ashland.  Her  daughter  Amy Shaw Atk inson has

recent ly  d ied,  and is  bur ied in  the Shaw 1ot  in  the lee

Cemetery. Unt11 a few Jrear's ago, spuniry Amy used to r ide

a motorb ike !

De ldee rs  b ro the r  Ruper t  i s  a l so  s t i l l  a l i ve  and  l i v i ng

in Ar i  zor :a ,  and so is  h is  son Francis .  His  daughter  Paul - ,

ine l - ives on Mt  Israel  Road in  Sandwich.

Brother  Orr i r , .  A.  Bragg of  i . leredi th  d ied last  year  and

is  surv ived by h is  daughter  L11la Sharp.

As  fo r  MadeL ine  he rse l f ,  she  was  bo rn  to  A lmer r  s  2nc1

wi fe,  Ber tha Abbot t  o f  Sandwieh.  The Bickfor ;ds have two

ch i l d ren :  Je r r y ,  mar r i ed  Es the r  Fo l l ansbee ,  w l th  two  dau -

ghters,  Tammy and Jul - ie .  June,  marr ied to  lee Thompson,

l1ves  i n  T racon la ,  and  has  a  young  son ,  Rober t  I r ee .  She

was former ly  marr ied to  Di ;v id  Rand,  b] t  whom she had a son

iv lark  Rand.  So the b lood of  the Cooks cont lnues under

o the r  names .

Made l i ne  to ld  me  thab  A lmer ,  Or r i n  and  Ruper t  a l l  used

to  work  fo r  i he  Danes  -  s t i l l  keep ing  a  connec t i on  i v i t h

Red  H i l - l :

Residents of  Sandwich and Moul tonborough might  wei l -  be

in te res ted  i n  one  fu r the r  sub jec t :  t he  re la t l onsh ip  o f  t he

Cook faml l ies of  those towns wi th  the Cooks of  l led Hi l l - .

We are g i -ven a c lue in  the journal  o f  John G.  Cook,  who

remarks that the man who used to l ive on the l l i l1 (Jona-

than )  was  h i s  f a the r  -  D r .  John  Cook ts  unc1e .  Th i s  means

that  Jonathan was a brother  of  Luther  Cook of  Sandwieh.

Luther  l ived on the T i l ton Haley Road.  look ing up h is

Revo lu t i ona ry  War  reco rd  i n  t he  Massachuse t t s  d l rec to ry

we f ind that  he l ike:  Jonathan came f rom Westbo.rough.

Though h is  name is  not  found in  the Vi ta ]  Records of  the

f
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town, the probabi l i ty  is  strong that he was another son of

Jonathan cook the elder of  h lestborough. Another reason for

young Jonathan heading for Moultonborough after the War.

But what about the other cooks of  sandwieh -  Dr.  lot t

Cook, Ebenezbr and JoeI? By consul t ing the Massaehusetts

reeords we f lnd that these three were brothersr were the'

son$ of  Cornel ius Cook of  the Wrentham sect ion of  Frankl in '

Mass. Cornel ius too came up to Sandwieh, l1ving with hls

son Irot t .  Hj-s name is even found in the Moultonborough

records as buying land there,  lncluding the m111 on Shannon

Brook, purchased from t\athaniel .Shannon. Ebenezer l ived

in North Sandwich and is bur ied 1n the Weed Cemetery.  He

maryied Edner(s ic)Hi t ton.  Their  th i rd chi ld was Ebenezep,

born 1790, who moved to Moultonbotough Neck, } lv lng nost

l lkely at the Stiks and Stones farm now belonging to Mike

lambert ,  the Postmaster.

In the early 1920s tr 'rank lamprey worked for my rTilv

at  Wlndermere; ear l ier  he had been captain of  my Sradatherrs

yaeht,  hence he,*was always cal led rrcaptaj-n lamprey.rr  His

wlfe was Hatt ie l  and when they ret i red they l ived with her

brother,  cal led rrDoctt  Cook. lhe three of  thern came to

Flor ida about 1922, and stayed in a house on our property.

I  remember them viv id ly.  In their  last  years the lampreys

went into the Taylor Horne in laconla, and are buried in

Bays ide  cemetery ,  lakepor t .  I 'Docr t  cook  l i ved  un t i l  1933,

and ls bur ied in the Middle Neck Cemetery.  His name was Ed-

ward. He and his s ister Hatt ie were chi ldren of  e lbert  A.

Cook, who was a Son of  Ebenezer_"and his wi fe Hannah. fhe

wife of Elmer Goodwln and tfre ff iff of John A.E.Smith were

also named Cook. I  have not yet  f igured out the relat ion-

ship,  but  i t  seems l ikely that  a l l  were deseended from

Ebenezer,  therefore,  f rom Ebene zer of  sandwj-ch and his

father Cornel ius.

Was this fanr i ly  re lated to the Cooks of  Westborough?

ft  ls  d l f f icul t  to prove, but l -ooks very pr 'obable.  There

I
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was a.n earller Cornelius Cook in Westborough who manied

Sunice Forbuslt August 22, 1727. These could well have been

the parents of the first Jonathan. Suppose they had another son

named Corneli-us after hls father and that he moved to

F:rankllnr. Mass., married twice and had four sons. This

sould easily have been the family that moved up to Sand-

wlch. ff thts theoqy is corxect *.n"y would have been

oousins of the Cooks of Red Hil l and East Sandwleh - and

so thei,r all moving from lvlassachusetts to the sane area in

New Hampshlre was not entirely a eoinci.dence. Jonathan and

luther, looking for new lands to develop after the Wart

might welL have heard where their cousins had gone and

declded, to go there too.

f
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f r l f raqy  o f  the  N.H.H is to r ica l  Soe ie ty ' .

New Hampshire Vi ta}  Reeords, 6 Hazen Drj-ve,  Concord'  Good

i i  yo" Lnow the name and approximate date'

Car ro l l  CountY Reg is t rY  o f  Deeds
C;; ; t i  Count!  ieEi" t ry of  Probate.  Both on Rt 171 ,  gsslpee '

Straf ford County Registry of  Deeds
Straf fc:rd County ne[ istry of  Plobate.  Dover.  For mater ia]-

t " io "u  1S50.  Jbnat [an  Cook 's  w i l l  found here  .
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